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Abstract

Pha nya, a type of folk poetie, has played many important roles in Northeast Thailand and in Laos PDR
throughour its history. The poertic was used as a medium by young boys and girls for courting, as as a set of
proverbs to remind people to adhere to accepred codes of conduct. Many pha nya poems contain multiple
entendres in the form of surface and deep meaning,

This paper will investigate these meanings and the roles of pha nya in Northeast Thailand and Laos PDR
societies. The data were obtained from written document and interviews. The results of the study indicate that
the meaning of words in pha nya poems have presented themselves as ambiguous, depending on the intention
of the speaker and the way the listener’s interpretation. Here, the spaker has significant agency in the symbolism
of the poems,
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Introduction

Historical Isan or Northeast Thailand was largely a Gregorian society. Buddhism was predominant where its
docrrines strongly influenced socierythrough its written and oral literature. One of these works was Pha Nya

poetry. Many scholars assigned meaning to Pha Nyaas below:

1) The term Kon Pha Nya derived from Pan Nya in the Pali language or Prajanya in Sanskrit language. Pan
nya or prajanya means enlightenment, knowledge, or intelligence. But nowadays, “pan nya” means knowledge
and “prajanya” means philosophy. “Prajanya” consists of principle of truth and knowledge.(Veeravong.
1970,33);

2)  Kon Pha Nya or Kon Nyoi. is a noun representing knowledge, philosophy, wit and metaphor, developed by
generations of youth to aid courting. Pha Nya poetry contains multiple entendres in the form of surface and
meaning,

3) 'The Phasit (proverbs) are called Suphasir {Lit. good saying}. These are suggested to have been said by the
Buddha, and are thus called Buddha Phasit: These include the attahi attano natho (you yourself are your refuge)
{Veervong 2000: 23-30).

4) Pha Nya lexicons are replete with metaphorical signification
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A Typology of Pha Nya

Suphasits are classified into five types: (1) Tong toi phasit, a common proverb reminding people to perform good
deeds; (2) Pha nya phasit, a phasit used in courting verses; (3) Panba phasit, a proverb needing interpretation;
(4) Kbam kon phasit, an unfamiliar or cryptic proverb, and (5) Kbam kbong phasit, a proverb in kbong poetry
{Veervong 2000: 23-30).

Five types of Pha Nya were created: pba nyd pbasir, tong toi, pfm nya nyoi or Eham khom, pba nya Ehruea or p/m
nya kiao, and pha nya uai phon. (Srisarakham.2522). Howefver, these were calssified into two larger categories:

{1) Pha Nya with rhymes and Phaa Nya without rhymes, (2) Proverbs and Courting.
The Role of Pha Nya

Pha Nya have played important roles upon the ways of life of Isan society. Pha nya involved both young and
old people. Nowadays pha nya is still used in lam singing and suthbrwan ritual.(Busayakul. 2520, 503). Lao
people have accumulated many aspects of cultural heritage on various kinds of proverbs, especially pha nya
poetries. It is considered the precious treasure of Lao people. Lao ancestors used these literary works teaching
and casting the young ones to be good people, equipping with knowledge, alerts, solidity, generous, forgiveness,

and eventually becoming a national identity of a peace loving country (Rattanavong. 2007, Preface)

Formal Structure of Pha nya

As Pha Nya poetries were improvised in sicuated context, there were no (few} exact formal designs. Many
were a mixture of poetry and other genres, and did not have fully builc stanzas. A Pha Nya poem may consist

of two to four phrases, and has ubiquitous rhyming, as below {(Veeravong 1970: 33):

Thang phi sang khua paen nong bo nam, sano
1 had built a wooden bridge for you, but you did not wse it;

Thang phi sang khua kham nong bo tai
! built even a gold bridge for you, but you never used it either.

1) Pha nya phasit or pha nya tong toi:

Wan pen lom, khom pen ya
A sueer one causes fainting, the bitter one is a medicine

Mak ngai dai nyak, lambak dai dee

If you ave an easy going person, you will get into hardship;

Ifyou are a hardworking person, you will get a good vesult.
2) Pha nya pasit{ courting verses)

Khan jao dai khi sang kang hom pen pha nya

Ya dai luem sena phu hae nam tin sang
When yo ride an elephant with an umbrella as a noble
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Don’t fovget servants who are walking with the elephant’s feers

Moho nip ha hai to tok tam, hai khoi khit khoi wao kham lahoi muan hu

Anguish cause yourself to downfall: you should console with sweet words

3} Panha Phasit (Puzzle pha nya)

Kuang kin mak kham pom pai kha kon khi mang

Bat wa mang be khi, sam mue karai tai
A dear ate tamarin fruit caused the antelope’s uneasy stomach
When the antelope did nor defecate, the rabbit died within three days

Agsajan jai kung kum kin pa buek nyai

It is miraculous thar a shrimp tries to swallow a gigantic fish,

Pasiu lai suap khae ni pai son luep hin

A small carp is chasing a crocodile 5o hide in a rock cave;

General Methodological Framework

In general, the research sought a qualitative framework, drawing on written documents and other scholarly

work on Pha Nya poetry in Northeast Thailand and Laos PDR. The study aimed at analyzing the dual

meaning of Pha Nya poertics, thac is, the literal and connotative properties, or surface and deep meaning; and

secondly, the author intended to investigate the role of Pha Nya poetry in the lives of communities in
Northeast Thailand and in Laos P.D.R,

Results of the Scudy

Despite the description above, not all Pha Nya poetry has dual meaning. The results are as follows::

Kon Pha Nya Kiao

Male.
Content Pha nya and its meaning line
Pha nya Oh noh phi ko ma hen nong khiu kong thong sing Line 1.
Surface meaning Oh dear. 1 have met you here, the curve evebrow ¢ne
Deep meaning Oh dear. I have met vou here. You are very beauriful
Pha nya Saeng ta khom khue khak siar sai tai kradang Line 2
Surface meaning Your eye-sights look sharply, making men dying for
1Deep meaning Your sharp lively eves melt the heart of men to deach.
Pha nya Muean dang thammarong huea pon sai kaem hat Line 3
Surface meaning Comparable to a golden ring among the sand on the beach
[Deep meaning (same)
Pha nya Khon thi mi muean lan bomi kuea koeng si Line 4

Surface meaning

‘Thousand of women never been compared to you

Deep meaning

(same)

Pha nya discourses continue:
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Ko ma ngam kadar de song king mai bok

Two of you are so beautifil as two mai bok tree’s branches
Song kok mai phang khong phudai de

Like two mai phang bamboo trees

Ko ma ngam ta de song namg phi nong

Yo, the two sisters, are very lovely

Aj yak pai koet huam thong sai sai hae diao nong de

L wish, Twant to be born with the same mother as you
Thiao thang ma hen na kho waja tham khao

When I meet you, 1 want to char with you.

Aj yak tham khao kho kho khaep khon lai

[ want to ask you guestions

Tham khao hin sai sung bung saphao mi jao laco bo
Asking about rock and high sand,lake and beat;
Whether these have been belonged ro anyone yet?

Tham khao khao, sattabua raphan kuang phra sumen jet yod
Asking about vice, lotus, and Sumeru mountain peaks
Tham hot thaen yu fa phu man pan lo phranang
Including Thaen God at the sky whe bad casted you.
Sang ma ngam ying yong pun piap sao savan

Why are you ave so beautiful like an angel in the pavadise
Saita khom khe khak siat ta sai tai kadang

Your eyes’ light causes men to death

Nong ni luk phao suea sakun rat naeo dai

Who are your parents, a royal family?

Nai nikhom khame yat phong phan suea

What is your bowme town and your lineage?

Tham ha din don kuang huean san ban thin

As well as your bousing,

Phon phala mak mai tam ton sop radu

Avre fruir trees growing weel?

Tham ha usu oi pong thi ornat

Asking about the sugar cane of narvow nodes

Sat be ma sing kar yot hon han ton

Did any animal came and ate its young part and stem

An wa phosanang khao nai na kabo kae, sia bo

How abour the rice in the paddy fleld; is it already too old?
Fa fon bo huai song hai di dai dang dai

If the rain is not coming, bow can it be a good year planting?

Female.
Aj oei, nong ni bo maen luk phao suea sakun raj nai vang
Oh dear. I am not associated with the voyal lines
Luk sao hai hua sum pa hka luk sae na hua sum pa khae
Lam a farmer’s daughter, living with the paddy field
Bo maen luk jao ban lan jao kwan khon
L am not a danghter of the head man oy government official
Noi tam toi huean nong mi ha hong
Lam from the poor family, my house bas five rooms.
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Ngua kwai tem khong laeng khong talang

Full of cartle living under the house

Lok kai yu tai lao khok khao yu khok ban khaem hua pa mak yao.
Chicken house is under the vice storage house.

langkha huean nong mung duai nya fa huean maen mai sot
My house raof is covered with thatches and cardboard walls
kathot maen mai tong tong kuai kai kong

The floor supported by hardwood

ban nong mi doen kuang khaem bok bueng nong

My house has a wide fairground, near by the lake

pu pa kong kan lai sua saeo sing bon

A lot of crabs and fishes playing in the lake

fa fon huai hom hai tam radu khao bo hiao

The rain comes as novmal, so the vice is fresh

dam hua pi sam ying phua dam la sam haeng ngam
Planting earlier is still yields good crop as planting ar later time.
na nong dam laeo na saeng sam dam to

After finishing planting in the upper land, the lower land is continued
ban nong na kin khao mao loeng lueai yu su nyam

My village bas new vice desert ar all time

nong yak kho tham ai sai melam sia kon

1 abso want o ask you.

khao wa ban ai phun mi hin hae nong yak pai pan kham
khao wa mi hin dam nong yak pai pan kaeo

! heard that your village bas metal oves,

Lwant to go theve to search for gold

lang thuea bun lai dai maniso duang yot

If 1 have 2 great merit, I may get a precious gem

jak a0 ma khot jac pha phaeng wai kot non.

Putting it in my cloth, keeping it ar my side.

Pha nya Phasit (Proverbs)

Kin saep non lap
Enjoy eating and sound sleep

Kin im bo yak non lap bo yan
When stomach is full, theve is no bungry; when falling a deep, no fear

Kin sang bo luea kin sue abo im.
Lating all elephants and tigess, but it is still hungry.

Phu kin kin pho hak, phu yak yak pho tai.
One eats move than needed while the other is hungry near death.

Kin phuam hon, fon phum mao.
Eat while the food is hot; dance when you ave still drunk.

Khong kin bo kin man nao,
Food if you don’t eat, it will be rotten
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khong kao bo lao man luem.
An old knowledge if you don’t practice, it will be forgotten.

Khuam khit mi bo phae, thuen si kha hak bo mi
One has a lot of idea, but be bas no money for business

Khuai tu mak so, khon jon mak wao

A short horn buffals like 1o fight and poor pesple like to talk

Ta bot wao lai, na lai wao yai
A blind man likes to talk too much,
While the person with small pox scars likes to talk beyond his ability.

Sue tho sang hang tho maeo.
His name is big as elephant, but bis real body is as a car.

Tok mu haeng pen haeng, tok mu ka pen ka
Geiting into 4 vulture group allows one to become a vulture,
Getting into & crow group allows one to become a crow.

Thuk phoen bo wa di, mi phone jang wa phi nong
When you are poor, nobody recognizes you
When you are rich you will be recognized as a velative

Nung phalai ma hao.
The dog will bark at the person who dresses with spotted clothes

Wao khuam kao phit kan.
You will get into a fight if you keep taling about past deeds.

Kang khuen pen hen, kang wen pen nok khao
Become a palm civet ar night; become an owl in the day time.

Puk huean hai tam jai phu yu, puk u hai tam jai phu non.
Building a house according the owner preference

Setting up the cradle as the sleeper favor.

Nyam pai hujak la, nyam ma hujak khop.
Say goodbye when you leave and inform when you retirn.

Mi ngoen wae dai.
You can say anything when you have money.

Mi mai het huean ngam.
You can build a beautiful howse when you bave wood.

Mi phua hai sang nyong, mi nong hai san oi
Ifyou have a busband, giving him compliments

Ifyou have younger brothers o sisters, give them sweet words.

Moho ni pha to tok tam.
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Angers brings you down.

Mak ngai dai nyak, lambal dai di.
If you work without an effore you will be in hardship later
if you are a hard working person you will receive bappiness at the end.

Wai pak sia sin, wal tin tok kok mai.
If you are a quick utterer, you may break a code of conduct
if you are a quick climber, you may fall down easily.

Ngoen saen you fak fa ya pai ao khaning ha;

Song salueang ma mue hai fac kam ao wai.

Don’t hope for a bundred thousand bath over the sky

but if you have two guarters of baht in your hand, please grab it right away.

Sip hu bo the khoeei, sip luk khoei botho pho thae.
Ten timnes of knowing is not the same as one time doing
Ten son-in-law knowledge ave not equal to bis father in-law’.

Ma lai jao kin khao lai huean.
A dag thar belongs to many owners
will eat food from many houses.

Nang sue kom tang khon tang mi,

Kon khi si khon noi kon nyai.

Lverpone has his own little book

similar to the diffevent sizes of wooden vesins.

Wan pen lom, khom pen ya.
Sweeten thing causes you fainte;
while the bitter thing is 2 medicine.

Hap di kua khon, non di kua namg.

Carrying one buckets ar each end of a shoulder stick is move comfortable than
Carrying one bucker on one end of the showlder stick

Laying down is better than sitting,

Oen kin laen sai, cen sai laen ni.
Rushing to it when you are calling fo eat,
but yunning away when you are calling to work.

An wa khuam tai ni khaen kho tuk bat nyang,

Tuen mue sao hen na jang wa yang,.

Death is always with us in every step of walking

When we see each other in the next morning that means we ave still alive.

Hai nyai lon hai noi bo tem.

While the big jar is over flooded, the small jar is still not full.

Fan kin mak kham pom phat pai kha kho mang.
A deer eats tamarin fruit, but the fruit geis stuck in an anielope’s throat;
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Mang bo khi sam muea kkatai tai.

The antelope did not defecate for three day, then the rabbit died.

Liang sang thao khai nga dai kin kha,

Raising an old elephant, you can self its ivovies when it dies;
liang sang noi tai joi kha bo mi.

If you raise a young elephant, you get nothing when it dies.

Naeo nam kung si kum kin pa muek nyai,
A shrimp will swallow a gigantic fish

pa siu lai suap khae ni pai son luep hin.

A carp is chasing a evocodile into a rock cave.

Jao het hai hai dai teng nuai na
When you work on & farm, you get big melons;
jao het na hai jao man man khao

When you work in paddy field you ger a lot of rice.

Jao pai laco hai jao yu samran.

When you departed, you will ger comfortable life
Ya dai mi phai phan sing dai ma tong,.

No any danger comes near you.

Mi ngoen thong lai lon a-nyu nyuen nyao nying.
Having a lot of wealth you live long.

Sappasing hai ya ma kai hai hang kai.

Al bad things must stay away from you.

Non lap hai jao dai ngoen muen

Get ten thousand babt when you fall asleep

Non tuen hai jao dai noen saen.

When you wake up you get one hundred thousand bah:
Paen mue pai hai dai kaeo mani sot.

You will get a precious gem when you open your hands.

Thot hai ya ma phan
Serious penalties should not get near you

Man hai ya ma biat
Bad Mara should nor get close to you.

Hai jao hai saniart janrai

All untucky things should disappear.

Phong mu phai pha nyac
hai hai ni wen hang khing, jao de
Al serious illnesses

should get out of your body.

liang khuai don hai dai to khao kham
When you raise a white buffalo,
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youe will get is golden horns

liang kuai dam hai dai to khao kaeo
When you raise a black buffalo,

you will get a gew born

liang yai [aeo hai sang hai tham na
When the buffalos grow up,

you use them for plonghing.

hai jao nyuen nyao man samoe man khuea kao
May you have long life, as an old wild porato vine
hai jao hom yu luan samoe mai kaen jan

May you have a fragant smell as a sandle wood.

Pha nya kiao (Courting Verses)

Male.
Oh no, jao phu jubu na theng thai phithumraj, hiam oei
Oh dear. The lovely one as a gem
Phi khe tham nat neng nang la yu haeng dai
[ want to ask you that where are you from.
Jai prasong yang thae doen thiao dan duan , mani
What do you want for coming here?
Aj yak hu pha van jao jong khai, nong oei
[ want to know, please tell me.

Female.
Oh no. hao hak thiao thang pho hen kan lai thuea , loeng laeo
Ok dear. We have met each other many times alveady.
Jao hak ti thalocei lin luem na lao hua
You pretend to ask me.
Nong ka jai prasong nuai kaeo muea khot khaen khuan
Lawant to get a crystal tying to my band
Jai prasong ong van jang duan ma phai phi
Laim at you so I eome heve,

Male.
Khan nong wao jang san
I you say so,
Pho yak sak khayong khuen muea thong plai phai, sa de
Lawould like to fump up to the top of the bamboo tree, ob dear.
Pho yak khuen ron mai ha mong katai non, sa de
May I climb up the tree to find a rabbir house.
Phini yan tae lon thang phe lom nying luang laitua
[ am afraid of getting a lie from you.
hai sai khup khan ko nya wa maen pa, nong oei
You tell me to grab grass instead of a fish, ob dear.

Female.
Nong ni bo khoei saplap lin lom sai jak thuea
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I never lie to any man

mi tae kham suea dai jai tang dang

My words ave as worthy as a wooden trunk

be dai ngo ngae len twa pen pak mo

L am serious, [ never tell a lie.

mi tae nyot do dae lam thae jang ja, ai oei

It’s all the truth, thinking over it before speaking.

Male.
Khan maen jing jang wao ka hak maen bun lai
Iftha is true, [ am lucky.
Maen si morana tai ka bo lai luem nong
Even at my dearh, I won’t forget you.
Si khoi pong ao jon dai bo lai pai pen uen
Ll wvy 1o have you with my all power
Maen si yu fak fa si kam thuen thok ao, nong oei
L will get you even you arve as far away as the horizon

Female.
Khan ai wao jang san
If you said so,
Pho yak ton long nam ha hang mot daeng khai, sa de
L am excited 1o jump down the lake to find & ved ants nest, ob dear.
Pho yak khuen ton mai ha khiang khai pa, sa de
Or climbing up a tree to find fish nest, ob dear.
Nong ko van tae wao bo mi kha kham nak
L am afiaid you ave just speaking withour any value.
Yan tae ja bo mi kham khem juet jang pan nam
Your speech has no salty taste, only tasteless water.
Nong hak khoei hen laeo jai sai lai ngae
1 have expevienced many males’s bebaviors
Yan tae yao yok len hai pa tn sai fai, ai oei
I am afraid you just fure the fish to jump into five.

Male.
P'hi ni sai seng ka jong jai ja to
L am a brave man, intentionally speaking to you
Bo dai khie lok le lai lin lao jing
No wrong speech to cheat you.
Khan bo nae ai bo nying khan bo jing ai bo wao
I T am not certain { won’t say so.
Khan bo ao ai bo wa
IfLwon't take, I won't say it.

rap fa pha la dai jai ai hak thiang san, nong oei
[ ean take a lightning strike, if I do nor tell you the truth

Female.
Khan maen pen jang wao si yo mue sut sok
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If it s as you have said, I will raise my fwe bands up high.
Maen si tam tok lim pha uan nong si khoi phian

Even [ bave 1o sivike the wedge, [ am happy ro do it.
Nong be buean thit liao ni sai kai hang

1 am not swaying away, { will stick to it.

Si khoi non khok khang kai kiao kom phisai, ai eei

L will sleep nearby you, hugging you, ob dear.

Male.
Phi ni kho tae dai nat nong ma huam hiang song
I have just you staying with me,
Si bo pong pun ni jak phanang ham hang
L won’t be away from you for even one minute
Phi jak pong jit man phan pi bo kai hang, nang laco
1 will concentrate my mind on you, even if it will take a thousand years
Bo hai kha khat hang pai dai khuep wa, nong oei
Lwill be always at your side, oh dear.

Female.
Nong ni, yan tae tok lum lo luang sai dai pao
L am afiaid to be caught up in your tvap alone
Jao hak kin nuai laeo si lai thim tae khuea
After you cat the fruit you may leave the vine die.
Yan tae lai hiam sia hai yu phoy pen hang.
Leaving me as alone as a widow.
Tua hai nang tok lom
Tricking me to fall into the mud
Tok sanom wang yang kha si sang lang, nan laco

In the deep and wide muddy lake with my legs pointing up, ob deay.

Male.
Phi ni khuam pak dai wa laeo tang thiang pen sat
To me, for what I have saiel, T will beep it
’hi bo tua nong tok tam tai du hai
Lawon’t let you down.
Yan rae ton tua nong tua sai hai ok tam
1 am afraid thar you will ler me down.
Tua hai kam kaeng kae ta son hot hu, nong oei
You lie ro me to grab it haved with afl my strength.

Female.
Nong ni phart tae ton tua rang pen nying tit to, ma ni
Since I was born,
Sut thi tai thalaeng [a bo mi tang to tua, ai vei
T will never tell a lie
Yan tae ton tua ai bo mi tai tap pot, sang nan
L am afraid, you don’t have a heart
Sartja jing tho king koi tit lin ka bo mi, ai oei.
You never have a tiny truth on your rongue.
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Another set of Pha nya kiao {Courting Verses)
Nok khao ta phak khuo ka nyang khan, nong oei
Nok khao tu dove evows ‘cucken” when be leaves his mate, ob dear.
Kawao won phak kan ka nyang hong
Kawap won crow ‘ka ka’ when they leave their mates.
Bat wa nong phak ai kham diao bo cenn sang
But when you depart me, never saying a word,
Tang rae mai nyai lom ka nyang oen sang to, han de
Lven when a big tree fals down, it says goodbye to its runk.
Thang phi sang khua paen nong bon nam
I built @ wooden bride for you, but you did net step on it
Thang phi sang khua kham nong bo tai
When [ built a gold bridge, you did not use it either.
Bat wa bao thai kai sang tae khua mai oh
When a boyfriend came from the far village be built a bamboo bridye,
Mi tae to mai tae pen sian si khoi kan, san bo.
Full of wooden trunks with sharp thorns, do you like to climb on ir?

Pha Nya Phasit (Pha Nya Proverbs)
Kin saep non lap
LEnjoy eating and sleep soundly
Kin im bo yak non lap bo yan
When a stomach is full, theve is no bunger; when falling a sleep, there is no fear
Kin sang bo luea kin suea bo im.
I am eating alf elephants and tgers, bur I am still hungry.
Phu kin kin pho hak, phu yak yak pho tai.
One eats more than needed while the other is hungry near to death.
Kin phuam hon, fon phum mao.
Eat while the food is bot; dance when you are still drunk.
Khong kin bo kin man nao,
Food, if you don’t ear, it will be vorren
khong kao bo lao man luem.
Old knowledge, if you don’ practice, ir will be forgorten.
Khuam khit mi bo phae, thuen si kha hak bo mi
One has a lor of ideas, but he has no money for business
Khuai tu mak so, khon jon mak wao
A shart born buffale likes to fight, and poor people like to talk
Ta bot wao [ai, na lai wao yai
A blind man likes to talk too much,
While the person with small pox scars likes to talk beyond his ability.
Sue tho sang hang tho maco.
His name is as big as an elephant, but bis veal body is as a car.
Tok mu haeng pen haeng, tok mu ka pen ka
Getting into & vilture’s group you become a vulture,
Getting into & crow’s group you become 4 crow.
Thuk phoen bo wa di, mi phone jang wa phi nong
When you are poor, nobody recognizes you;
When you are vich you will be recognized as a relative.

Nung phalai ma hao.
The dog will bark at the person who dresses with spotted clothes
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Wao khuam kao phit kan.

You will get into fighting if you keep talking about past deeds.
Kang khuen pen hen, kang wen pen nok khao

Become a palm civer at night; become an owl in the day time.
Puk huean hai tam jai phu yu, puk u hai tam jai phu non.
Build a bouse accovding the mwner prefevence;

Setr up the cradle as a sleeper favor.

Nyam pai hujak la, nyam ma hujak khop.

Say goodbye when you leave and inform when you return.

Mi ngoen wao dai.

You can say anything when you have money.

mi mai het huean ngam.

You can build a beautiful house when you have wood.

Mi phua hai sang nyong, mi nong hai san oi

I you have a husband, give him compliments;

If you have younger brothers or sisters, give them sweet words.
Moho ni pha to tok tam.

Angriness brings you down.

Mak ngai dai nyak, lambak dai di.

If you wovk without an effore you will be in havdship later;
If you are a bard warking person you will receive bappiness at the end.
Wai pak sia sin, wai tin tok kok mai.

If you are a quick utterer, you may break a code of conduct;
If you ave & quick climber, you may fall down easily.

Ngoen saen you fak fa ya pai ao khaning ha;

Song salueang ma mue hai fao kam ao wal.

Don’t hope for a hundred thousand baths over the sky;

Bt if you have two guarters of baht in your band, please grab them right away.
Sip hu bo tho kheei, sip luk kheei botho pho thao.

Ten times of knowing is not the same as one time doing:

Ten sons-in-law’s knowledge is nor egual ro bis father in-law’s.
Ma lai jao kin khao lai huecan.

A dog that belongs to many jamilies

will eat food from many houses.

Nang sue kom tang khon tang mi,

kon khi si khon noi kon nyai.

Everyone bas bis own little book;

Similar to the different sizes of wooden resins.

Wan pen lom, khom pen ya.

Sweeten thing causes you jainte;

While the birter thing is a medicine.

Hap di kua khon, non di kua namg.

Carrying one bucker at each end of a shoulder stick

is move comfortable than cavrying one bucket on one end of the shoulder stick
Laying down is better than sitting,

Oen kin laen sai, oen sai laen ni.

Rush ro it when you are calling to eat,

But runn away when you ave called for work,

An wa khuam tai ni khaen kho tuk bat nyang,
Tuen mue sao hen na jang wa yang.
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Death is always with us in every step of walking:

When we see each other in the next morning that means we ave still alive.
Hai nyai lon hai noi bo tem.

While the big jar is overflooded, the small jar is still nor full

Fan kin mak kham pom phat pai kha kho mang,

A deer eats tamarin fruit, bur the fruir gets stuck in an antelope’s throat;
mang bo khi sam muea kkarai tai.

The antelope did not defecate for three day, then the rabbit died.

Liang sang thao khai nga dai kin kha,

Raising an old elephant, you can sell its jvories when it dies;

Liang sang noi tai joi kha bo mi.

If you raise a young elephant, you get nothing when it dies.

Naeo nam kang si kum kin pa muek nyai,

A shrimp will swallow a gigantic fish

Pa siu lai suap khae ni pai son luep hin.

A carp is chasing a cvocodile into a rock cave.

Pha nya Kiao (Courting Verses)

Male.
Oh no, jao phu jubu na theng thai phithumraj, hiam oei
Oh dear. The lovely one as a gem
Phi kho tham nat nong nang la yu haeng dai
[ want to ask you that where are you from.
Jai prasong yang thae doen thiao dan duan , mani
What do you want for coming here?
Aj yak hu pha uan jao jong khai, nong vei
[ want to know, please tell me.

Female.
Oh no. hao hak thiao thang pho hen kan lai thuea , loeng laco
Ok dear. We have met cach other for much time already.
Jao hak ti thalocei lin luem na lao hua
You pretend to ask me.
Nong ka jai prasong nuai kaeo muea khor khaen khuan
I want to get a crystal tying to my hand
Jai prasong ong van jang duan ma phai phi
L aim ar you so I come here.

Male.
Khan nong wao jang san
I you say so.
Pho yak sak khayong khuen muea thong plai phai, sa de
Dawould like to jump up to the top of the bamboo ivee, oh dear.
Pho yak khuen ron mai ha mong katai non, sa de
May I climb up the tree to find a rabbir house.
Phini yan tae lon thang pho lom nying luang laitua

[ am afraid of getting a lie from you.

hai sai khup khan ko nya wa maen pa, nong oei
You tell me to grab grass instead of a fish, ob dear.
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Female.
Nong ni bo khoei saplap lin lom sai jak thuea
I never lie to any man
mi tae kham suea dai jai tang dang
My words ave as worthy as a wooden trunk
be dai ngo ngae len twa pen pak mo
T am serious, I never tell a lie.
Mi tae nyot do dae lam thae jang ja, ai oei
It’s all the rruth, thinking over it before spoken.

Male.
Khan maen jing jang wao ka hak maen bun lai
Ifthar is true, T am lucky.
Maen si morana tai ka bo lai luem nong
Even at my deash, I won't forget you.
Si khoi pong ao jon dai bo lai pai pen uen
1l tvy to have you with all my power
Maen si yu fak fa si kam thuen thok ao, nong oei
L will get you even you are as far away as the horizon

Female.
Khan ai wao jang san
Ifyou say so
Pho yak ton long nam ha hang mot daeng khai, sa de
L am excited to jump down to the lake to find a ved ant’s nest, ob dear.
Pho yak khuen ton mai ha khiang khai pa, sa de
Or climbing up a tree to find a fish nest, ob dear.
Nong ko yan tae wao bo mi kha kham nak
1 am afraid you ave just speaking without any value.
Yan tae ja bo mi kham khem juet jang pan nam
Your speech has no salty taste, only tasteless wate.
Nong hak khoei hen laeo jai sai lai ngae
1 have expevienced many males’s bebaviors
Yan tae yao yolk len hai pa tn sai fai, ai e
L am afvaid you just luve the fish to jump into fire.

Male.
Phi ni sai seng ka jong jai ja to
L am a brave man, intentionally speaking to you
Bo dai khie lok le lai lin lao jing
No wrong speech to cheat you.
Khan bo nae ai bo nying khan bo jing ai bo wao
I T am not cevtain [ won’t say so.
Khan bo ao ai bo wa
IfLwon't take, I won't say it.
rap fa pha ka dai jai ai hak thiang san, nong oei
[ ean take a lightning strike, if I do nor tell you the truth

Female.
Khan maen pen jang wao si yo mue sut sok
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If it is as you bave said, I will vaise my two bands up high.
Maen si tam tok lim pha uan nong si khoi phian

Even [ bave 1o sivike the wedge, [ am happy ro do it.
Nong be buean thit liao ni sai kai hang

I am not swaying away, I will stick ro ir.

Si khoi non khok khang kai kiao kem phisai, ai cei

L will sleep nearby you, hugging you, ob dear.

Male.
Phi ni kho tae dai nat nong ma huam hiang song
1 only have you staying with me,
Si bo pong pun ni jak phanang ham hang
L won’t be away from you for even one minute
Phi jak pong jit man phan pi bo kai hang, nang laco
[ will concentrate my mind on you, even it will take a thousand years
Bo hai kha khat hang pai dai khuep wa, nong oei
Lwill be always at your side, ob dear.

Female.
Nong ni, yan tae ok lum lo luang sai dai pao
L am afiaid to be caught up in your tvap alone
Jao hak kin nuai laeo si lai thim tae khuea
After you ear the fruit you may leave the vine 1o die.
Yan tae lai hiam sia hai yu phoy pen hang,
Leauing me alone as a widmw.
Tua hai nang tok lom
Tricking me to fall into the mud
Tok sanom wang yang kha si sang lang, nan laeo
In the deep and wide muddy lake with my legs pointing up, ob deay.

Male.
Phi ni khuam pak dai wa laeo tang thiang pen sat
To me, for what [ bave said, T will keep ir
Phi bo tua nong tok tam tai du hai
T won’t ler you down.
Yan tae ton tua nong tua sai hai tok tam
Lam afraid that you will let me down.
Tua hai kam kaeng kae ta son hot hu, nong oei
You lie to me to grab it bavd with all my strength.

Female.
Nong ni phat tae ton tua tang pen nying tit to, ma ni
To me, since I was born,
Sut thi tai thalaeng [a bo mi tang to tua, ai vei
I never tell a lie.
Yan tae tua tua aai bo mi tai tap pot, sang nan
L am afraid thar you don’t have your beart
Satja jing the king koi tt link a bo mi, ai oel.
You don’t ever have any honesty.
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On the Roles of Pha Nya Poetries upon Northeast Thai and Laos PDR. People.

Historically, Tsan (Northeast Thai) people and Lao people in Laos PDR, were exposed o pha nya phasit and
pha nya kiao repeatedly on many occasions, such as from story tellings; sou kwan (soul blessing) rituals aon
many auspicious occasions-—-birthdays, ordinations, marriages, illnesses, work promotions, taking or returning
from long jounrneys, retirement; attending and watching lam performing arts, reading Isan literature which are
mostly Jaraka stories that conrain Buddhist doctrines. AS such, Isan and Lao people needed to traverse these
orientation processes in order to absorb societal codes of conduct.

Pha Nya for Sukwaaan Ritual
(Blessing Pha Nya)

Jao het hai hai dai taeng nuai na

When you wark an a farm, you get a big melon;

Jao het na hai jao man man khao

When you weork in a paddy field you ger a lor of vice.

Jao pai laeo hai jao yu samran.

When you depart, you will have a comfortable life

Ya dai mi phai phan sing dai ma tong,.

No danger should come near you.

Mi ngoen thong lai lon a-nyu nyuen nyae nying.
Have a lor of wealth and a long life.

Sappasing hai ya ma kai hai hang kai.

May all bad things sty away from you.

Non lap hai jao dai ngoen muen

Get a ten thousand baht when you fall a sleep

Non tuen hai jao dai noen saen.

When you wake you will ger one bundred thousand bahr
Paen mue pai hai dai kaeo mani sot.

You will get a precious gem when you open your hands.
Thot hai ya ma phan

May serious penalty not come near you

Man hai ya ma biat

May bad Mara not come near to you,

Hai jao hai saniar janrai

May all unlucky things disappear.

Phong mu phai pha nyat hai hai ni wen hang khing, jao de
May all serious ilfnesses ger our of your body

Liang khuai don hai dai to khao kham

When you raise a white buffalo, you will get golden horns
Liang kuai dam hai dai to khao kaeo

When you raise a black buffals, you will get a gem horn
Liang yai laeo hai sang hai tham na

When the buffalos grow up, you wse them for ploughing.
hai jao nyuen nyao man samoe man khuea kao

May you have a life as old as a wild porato vine

hai jao hom yu luan samoe mai kaen jan

May you have smell as fragrant as sandle wood.
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Pha Nya in Lam Performing Arts

Lam performing arts have been of the most popular form of entertainment. Molam singers have brought both
knowledge and entertainment to villages, whereas Jataka (former stories of the Buddha) were brought to society
through palm reading at funeral ceremonies, throught molam singers, and through Pha Nya courting verses
which educated through happiness. The Molam brought in Pha Nya Phasit or Pha Nya Kiao to audiences. An
example is the popular proverb Mak ngai dai nyak lam bak dai di (Work hard at the onset, and you will be
comfortable in life at the end).

The form of pha nya in lam performing arts is rather neat in terms of its formal structure. The stanza of
Pha Nya poetry for lam singing consistes of four lines. Each line contains seven to twelve syllables or four steady
beats of musical pulse. T diagramtize this below:

Khan nong khithot ai  hai liao boeng duean dao

FRIIDRETTS
An wa saeng ta hao si kom kan yu thoeng fa
QXD DI RID D
Sa thu doe, kho hai bun pha la |sang naen nam nao jong
BRI L0 LTI U A L

Phahai ai lge_nongdainon son kom song

ﬁﬁ)ffﬁﬁ)iﬁfﬂ

Translation:
If you miss me, please look it up into the sky
Our eye sights will meet there
Oh God. Please help us. Our merit will lead us
Making two of us living together.
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